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LLBINDING FLUTE

H By Dennis Chua

S a tribute to legendary
classical composer Wollgang
adeus Mozart, the Kuala
Lumpur Performing Arts re
(KLPac) prosents Mozar(’s The
Magic Flute, from March 22 to 25.
One of Mozart's last and most
popular operas, The Magic Flute
was first performed in Vienna in

The production is directed by

with Chong Kok-
Ting as music director.
The rmducuan will feature young

and talented classical singers who
will be complemented by the 40-

La 5
Long, John Tan, K.ho Mei
DiXia and Janet Lee. Brian Tan is
the conductor.

KLPac’s latest production a

visual projections and narration.
The Magic Flute's story begins
with the evil Queen Of The Night
(Sin Sim) convincing Tamino (Ong)
to save her beautiful daughter,
Pamina (Irma), who is kldﬂapp\.d by
Sar.lalru (John). As a reward, she
romises to make Pamina his wife.
th bird-catcher Papageno’s

maidservants give him a magic flute
to protect him from danger.

Papageno is given magic bells,
and three young assistants. Along
the way, Papageno meets a girl,
Papagena (Lee).

Sarastro is actually protecting
Pamina from the Queen and has put
Tamino Lo ( t. to see if he is
waorthy of Pamina.

Chong, of Ipoh, |,'radna!.1-rl from
the Trinity ge Of Music in
London, B Baid dag s g

who counts as his mentors Elizabeth
awes of Britain, Angelo Marenzi

iy and South Korean baritone
Chung-Kyun Lim.

As a pianist, he has performed in
music festivals and clubs in Britain,
Sweden, Italy, Singapore and South
Korea.

Chong’s frequent appearances
inl lassical concerts led him
to set up his own performing arts
company, The Artists Platform.

Last year, it organised a tribute
concert to Mozart — Mozart 250
— at the Selangor Chinese Assembly
Hall in Jalan Maharajalela, Kuala
Lumpur.

Brian studied musi

Conservatoire in Bri

of Arts graduate in violin and piano
from the Birmingham Co
he also holds a music
ate from the

performance from the London

College of Music and Media and

was taught by renowned violinist

Mayumi Fujikawa.
Hi

seminars and workshops around
the country and has been on the
panel of examiners for the London
Lo].lege s examination board since

B an has also served as the
conductor of the Penang State
Symphonic Band from 2000 to 2004.

He currently teaches violin
at Universiti Putra Malaysia in
Serdang, and is also the university
orchestra’s resident I

| Great Easzern Mal

NEW STRAITS TIMES THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 20¢

CALENDAR

TODAY

KANDER — MAN ON STAGE, TELLING MORE
FONNY STORIES (UNTIL SUNDAYY

8 Funmyman Haith Iskander i back vith more fuery stores in
Man G Stage, Teing More Funey Stcies al The Actors Stud
in Bangsar Shapping Centre, Jlan Maaro, Kuala Lumpus, Tickets
RM6 and RMS2. Teme: 8 30pem. Coll 03.2004.0400/2094-1400.

ABTISTS: 21 YEARS ON (UNTIL MARCH

presents “C:
he msterpieces of 1

ok et
Long Thin Shih, an
Gajah, A4

i, 0l o e,
Nor Hisyam Asmaud, Rosi Maohd Dor, Anuar
. Tine: 100 to 9pm cy, Cal 03-2031
031.9399,

el
i A, i L. &

[ n enchanting
rip cown memary lane, Time: 10.30pm. Call 03-4260.2288.

SATURDAY

QADIM, A DANCE SHOWCASE OF ASWIARA (UNTIL MARCH 18
W The Natioul Arty and Herilage Academy (ASWARA) n faan

He starred as the narrator in
Farah Sulaiman’s mu Jalan
Impian and Solomon in Saidah
Rastam's M! The Opera. He has
also performed in various operas in
and Singapore.

m was a member of the

d
s n 1993, A Performing
Arts graduate from Universiti
Malaya, she sang in the Malaysian
Plu]hurmomc Orchestra’s Organ And
Voices concert in 2003.

She has trained under vocal
teachers Cecilia Yap, Armando Chin
Yong and Cha Seng Tiang.

Lee appeared in Tosea (2003)
and M! The Opera (2006) among
others. She also starred in Dama
Orchestra’s ButterfTy Lovers The
Musical last year:

She perforined with the Young
ingers in their debut co
in 2002. Her current projee Red
Street Diner, a musical film set to
be released at the end of the year.

Irma, of Kangar, is a Universiti
Teknologi Mara graduate in music
pvr[urma(l and studied under the
guidance S

Long has won numero
international and national singing
competitions, including the National
Singing Competition 2003. He was,
at 19, the youngest male competitor
1o win the said contest.

He is an active member of a
Dithyrambie

KL

John, a student of
Armandu Chin Yong, is tl

ilia Yap and
choral

As music director and conductor
of the KLPac Sinfonietta, he uses
xperience o nurture amateur
musicians and build a strong
community orchestra in Kuala
Lumpur.

Ong was a singer with the
Operafest Children’s Choir and later
joined Lyric Opera Malaysia in its
premier production of Tosca in 2003
at Istana Budaya in Kuala Lumpur.

of the Klang Pr
Church.

Tickets: RM50, Rl 40 ﬂnd RM30
(students, se
‘handicapped). Time: 8. Jﬂpm (March
22 1o 24) and 3pm (March 24 and
25). KLue readers are entitled to a
10 per cent discount for purchases
prior to March 18, Call 03-4047-
9000 or 03-2094-9400.

B dchua@nst.com.my



