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Lee (right) and
Long during a

practice session.
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ANCY watching an acclaimed opera

but a shortened, simplified version,

and in English to boot" The Kuala
Lumpur Performing Arts Centre (KLPac)
presents Mozart e Magic Flute-
ied Excerpts in Concert.
Iupibd that that version of &
classical opera will come across mi
casily and be educational and enterts
at the same time,

Eight vocalists, backed by a 45-piece
orchestra, will perform in the two-hour
show (with a 20-minute intermission).

The opera will be narrated by Joe
Hasham, who is also the show’s artistic
director.

Two of the main vocalists, Janet Lee and
James Long, could be called “unclassical”
classical singers.

Lee, whose operatic appearances
include Tosca, Turandot, M! The Opera and
Butterfly Lovers The Musical, says it is a
big privilege to perform in an opera like
The Magic Flute. Lee will play the role of
Papagena (soprano).

“The Magic Flute is one of the most
popular of operas, and it is nice to be a
part of it and share it with the public,” Lee
said

‘She started singing in children’s choirs
in 1996. Awarded the Trinity College of
London’s Omslzmdmg Achn:vrr Award

College of London's Performer’s Crrch.m-
eXalns.
Lee worked in the corporate sector but

Opera for
one and all

How can omate opera classics endear

themselves more easly to the common man?

KLPac may just have the answers in its latest

production. SHARIFAH ARFAH explains. 7

quit in 2004 to pursue singing full-time. *I
feel more relaxed now. I oceasionally sing
pap standards too.

“Even though private gigs are few and
far‘hetween, it's a wonderful life for those
who love music,” she said.

Long, who will play the role of Papageno
(baritone), has also had considerable
exposure in classical vocal techniques.

A graduate of the Malaysian Art Institute
in the school choir and
started his voice training with a tenor
then.

initially didn't set out to be a classical
singer. Bul qulung back, I realise that
what we really want at that time may

not be good for us. Besides, 1 find music
enjoyable,” he said.

Both Lee and Long feel that oper:
performances have come a long way, and
public perceptions of such performances
are changing. “If something is made
exclusive but accessible, it will have a
market, said Lee.

Long feels that classical music and
vacal performances have gone iwynml

ello octet
hjunto Iberico. The

the limited settings of the past. “In the citi am amd the disable:
days, classical music and operas were e 10 or more
private initiatives, such as the Chinese c| and KLPac will
opera. e 3 ur group to have
“Now with institutions like the Malaysian 2 pre-theatre Opera
Philharmonic Orchestra (MPO), the niche is Talk by llonka
growing,” he said. a n, a Dutch

ctor and
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