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Sign here, please

One million Malaysian signatures needed

By ANGIE TAN
angie@mmail.com.my

THAT is the shout-out from The
Recyclists on their site htip://
therecyclists.blogspot.com/  for
more Malaysians to come forth
and put in their pledge to help save
the Earth.

All they are asking is for you to
say no to one plastic bag a day.
Imagine if a million folks turned
their noses up to plastic bags, won't
we be able to turn things around?

The Recylists was started by a
group in the local performing arts
scene in March 2008 via Blogspot.
They have since secured a domain,
http: //www.projectdailymillion.
com/.

Their mission message is simple
— E-C-0. It is all about adopting
and encouraging the 3Rs concept,
namely reuse, reduce and recycle.
They also believe in caring for all
living beings and to further em-
phasise their point, The Recyclists
also organise events to promote
this lifestyle.

They have held a charity concert,
featuring local celebrities, with
proceeds going to beneficiaries
such as the Malaysia Nature So-
ciety (MNS) and the Independent
Pet Rescuers (IPR). There was also
a road show at Sunway University
College in April this year, reaching
out to the younger generation to
spread the word and most impor-
tantly, to get people to sign up for
the pledge.

The number is growing slowly
but steadily with about 700 pledges
to date since their roadshow says
Janet Lee, one of the volunteers on
board.

You can also find them on Face-
book.

Janet says they have 844 mem-
bers in their Facebook group, The
Recyelists, but not all have signed
the pledge.

She tries to send out a mes-
sage every month to welcome new
members and to get them to sign
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up, hoping people will be inspired
by her words.

“It is also hard as we don't have
ongoing monthly campaigns to re-
cruit new pledgers,” says Lee.

Trying to up the figure, Lee, a
singer and performer, sent out a
mass email urging her friends and
the public to sign up.

Lee says in her email: “I have
chosen a lifestyle of having my
own drinking bottle/bag around
because I want to reduce my per-
sonal consumption of plastic prod-
ucts (bottled mineral water for a
start).

“I also always carry in my vari-
ous huge handbags a set of reus-
able utensils so I don’t need to use
another plastic spoon or fork at
food courts of takeout counters. In

my handbag on most days, I have
with me a foldable shopping bag
so I don’t have to take a plastic bag
to hold my purchases over the ca-
shiers.”

Lee wishes she has more re-
sources and time to organise a
massive green movement but at
the moment, she is playing her
“little part through my everyday
routine — things everybody can do
with just a little bit of effort — you
know we cannot pretend that going
green is ever easy but doing a small
bit isn’t hard.™ ;

So if you believe in the cause,
check out hitp://wunw.project-
dailymillion.com/ for all you need
to know be a recyclist and live life
right. It is also easy to put your
name down. Just fill in the form.



