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omegrown music theatrecon:
pany Dama Orchestra com:
mands a certain respect, not
juston thelocal rts scene, but
als0 abroad in places where
it has performed like China, Singapore,
Ausralia and Indonesia. Many of s original
Iuschearvork aecrially claimed
and hay 0 10 win aw
e b i A kS e
both commercial and crtcal successestime
and again is no mean feat. The creative duo
behind these works— he rou' ounder
and music director Khor Seng Chew and
aristc ecor Pun FalLoon — s with
each new production, they're pushing th
eone I e e ol
cally and musically. The result s emotive
Works hat are mesmerising n presentation

and solid in musicay
Khor and Pun were looking (0 stage
musicaltocelebrate Dama Orchesta’s 15th
anniversary this year that would refect its
Story. They decided on I Have a Date with
prin, oy witenly Hong Ko crama
st and film director Raymond To, which
o et fr SN S
film of the same name in 1994 and a TV
see 1955
e 1960s o the 19805, the play
(allowshedreans, hopes, aspraions.love
and ialsof four singers who become the best
of frends while working together at a well
Known nightclub. The four eventually move
ontoindividual pursuit, with Buterfly Yiu
becoming the mostcelebrated singer. Some:
carslater, they retur 10 perform a benefit
concert at the soon-to-be-closed nightclub.
Being back a the venue that holds so many
mcmries, it s 0 come t tems with
the ghosts of her past.
‘When | watched the film [t ave a Date
it Spring, the hing hatatracted e was

* e
Dama Orchestra celebrates 15 years of sticking I

together with musical I Have a Date with Spring

stones thatthe orchestra has achieved and

ihel sy
Pun. Aot o Hom K, Chinese i
are. dy-based, which s

we
ety i
velet for us. We were a music theatre group,
110 longer just an instrumental group. We
feltwe had I

o he Kinof work { hve an iy 0
When I saw this, | thought “here is a story
tich in character, rich in layers of issues,
which are very real to s The essence of it
is actually a celebration of riendship.. the
enduring kind.

He continues, 1 was eflecting on Dama's
siati 1

i, and how i

most renowned music theatre companes in
9%

had 0 be downsized, which was when they
decied o vere o musi e The
l Lovers Te

Tt wasalechang
in et forDan

ama Orchesta staged Spring Kises
Lnens T i China wih e s
That was a significant achievement as the
5oup was peroming n e esrnd of

years, and how most

Punecals: “After
ot ol bt g e
bear hug. He told me, “China can do a lot
ofp s
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The music in the production reflects the.
three decades that the play spans — the
19605, 19705 and 198

2y the musicl chars e ev

o Gt g

songs started to develop with the rise of
Western music influences, such as e
Beales, Elvis Presiey, Doris Day an
Grely B, asong other. T 1578
saw the rise in populariy of Taiwanese pop

s whie Cantonese popsongs e e
music scene in the 19805

Khor say they scanned thousands of
ly picking 30 o incorporate
e e et
the mood had to be right, the lyrics and the
thythm as well. We needed (0 find a song
that fitted that pariicular moment — it was
ot an sy sk, Theewere ot of oy
that were suitable for that moment n terms
Oyt the flow o the mus. ryihm

with us are sill amound... We have gone
through rials and tribulatons, wehave
fought among ourselves but at the end
ofthe day, the beautiful thing s that we.
sisicktopter ndare il orking
o sometingwe ove et — plying

music and performing on stage. 1

ens, i » mephot Ther Fiend:
ip reflects ours. We share common
threads in our development.

Punssys Dama Orchesta managed
tostayinta

. group allthese years
insphe ofdsageements and quarels
because of a shared passion for music
and theatre. The group also survived
devastatng flood in 2003 that wiped
out their office in Dataran Merdeka
They los the bulk of their music and
reference materias from the 19705 ight
0205 (Ko gy

ed and collected) and musical
e, s et i

tastefully done: For them 10 sy that
what China needed... it was 2 good
actieement for .

5o that madeit even

more challenging. There were a ot of songs

we liked but could not use,” he adds.
With more than 30 cast members, the

Chinese and English

terfly Lovers in Perth s a0,

that they were viewed with scepticism
at first but were vindicated by their
stellar production. “Afer the curtain
cal the applause was sorousing, mud

Jouder than what we had in Malaysia
It lasted easly for 15 minutes. Afer

come together in a Chinese musical. Dama
Ondesra's vt winning resdent s
Tan So0 Suan holds the ttle ol

post producions ey v'm.,ﬂ o
audinces can expect the sam gt

theshow.
watig 1o congratulte us on a show
weldone, s s indof encourge
ment that sustains our energy. We
i ke o ghe up o

says P

the same tig
5 beauifl fand cosames an o
< Dot wih Sping o

THave a Date with Spring will be siaged i
Cantonese with English surtils fom:

e Kiala Lumpur o A
rachan,of Jalar

sietheateworks Khorand Pun .m
they could take o

K !ukunw RM6010 RM23S for
e

mml«u,,m, o stapt I e

here oday if not for kindhearted and - creal ccimd musc thesrsworks

ot wih Spring 2 cramati work,
for s music

RA27S for the Friday o Sunday shows. ca
ihe b afic (09 4047 9000 o1 Asces
a (03) 7711 5000.



