Performance

Spring Romance

Twoyears aftertheirlast
production, Dama Orchestra
isbackwith the musical ‘|
Have A Date With Spring’, a
blend of drama, songs and
the Chinese musictheydo
sowell. Rosheen Fatima
speaks tothe team behind
the production to leam more

Remakesareinevitablein performing
arts, from theatretofilmand backagain,

sk mioeafom e Wt \u\ istime
though.
‘Thismonthsees thestagingof Dama
i

dapted from theoriginal Hong Kong
ageplay formatas wellas the film.

Partof Dam's 15th
Celebrations, THave A Date With Spring’
waschosenforitsfocus onth
and downs the characters gothrough
during theirfriendship. Tnmany w
itremindsusof Damaitself.Our trials

by

andthere

‘Inmany ways, itis
rather apt forus to

So,itsreall
friendship, farand near”

in Chinese:

Orchestra’s concert master Gan Boon We,
musiccompasers LooFung Chiatand
LooFung Ying, stagemanager Melissa
“Teoh, dialect coach Lee Jin Wenand
choreographer Wong Kit Yaw.
riginally written in Cantonese, the
dialectsusedinthestory’sdalogue:
changedaccording tothe different
adaptations. However, Dama Orchest
‘adaptatic «m\\ﬂlbr sticking toCantonese.
iswidely spokeninKuala
L umvumud\u -chosetostick with the
original Cantonese scriptas thereare.
Jotsof sublledifferences innuances.
between the Canton | Mandarin
dialects, explains Kai Loon, We believe
eonsteandenetional vy

underpinnedby theemploymentof the
Cantonesedialect.

Astory whicheveryonecanrelate
to,themusicaltellsof friendship,career,
love, heartache, heartbreak happy times
andthegoodolddaysandpromisesa
strengthinevery angle
Withastrongscript, cast, crewand music,
thisis definitelya productionnottomiss.
dthey will oot be resting on their
laurelswhen the prrxhmwnmmu\\mn

projectsswirlinginour
reads, Ofimmediate
relevanceisthemusical
stagingof Emperor Wu—
‘TheFirst Female Emperor’.
Ttwill bean original pieceof
musical workandit willbein

stage ap
that

‘music, DamaC

pl Karl,and

English, explains Seng Chew, We

beitonsiage

friendship, especially

 from their first ‘Spring
Kisses Lovers Tears'in 1997, which was
rf(vrm:dUwr&)nmbmdudmb.nThe

JanetLeeas Lulu, Fang

NellNgas Yuen i,

orattheproductionlevel. And wewill

andLing Tanas o Gettingtrlris

onan
like an anniversary

whocanadt,

K\mwﬂ\, Lovers - TheMusical adecade

Malaysia. That

stageour showsabraad Big dreams,no
doubt. But with 15 years behind themand

Hv\\h,r\\\' TheatreinPerth, "\uqnlv.w

Iwngp!m v.mh(Rm'mo\\dTnI'\vmk

1 explains
pmdum m.msmnhm whotsalso

\1
winning book,anaward-winning film

d rector Inmany ways, itisratheraptfor ShanghaiandSingapore. Thusthis
fail.Itwouldbe
friendship,especially s
'says ’laughsKail
DamaOrchestra’s a th
R PunKaiLoon. Ch
‘Andalong our way, cl { S
theproduction

weareproudof, beams Seng Chew

dreams.
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‘Theteamissupported further by Dama

aoueuLIOpad



